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For the National Register. 
SPANISH AMERICA.—No. I. 


Spain has kept the rest of the civilized world 
so long in ignorance with respect to the real ex- 
tent and population of her South American domi- 
nions, that, although they lie near to the United 
States, they are but little known to. the principal 
partof the inhabitants of the latter. This consi- 
deration leads me to offer to the public, in a se- 
ries of numbers, a brief description of all the Spa- 
nish possessions, from the western frontier of 
Louisiana to Terra del Fuego, and from the . At- 
Yantic to the Pacific Oceans, in order that the ac- 
counts which are, from time to time, received 
fretithence, may be better understood and more 
properly appreciated than they appear to be at 
present. In all our inquiries, truth should be 
the main object; and it is only by enlightening 
the understanding that the exact truth can be as- 
certained. 

I shall commence this description by a General 
Table of allthe Spanish American colonies, as 
they existed in the year 1800; divided, as they 
were at that time, into viceroyalties, kingdoms, 
captain-generalships, governments, alealdias may- 
vores, and corregimientos. 

In 1802, Spain, by the treaty of Amiens, ceded 
the island of Trinidad to Great Britain; and in 
1803, Spain having also ceded Louisiana to France, 
the United States purchased that province from 
the French government, and the king of Spain 
synctioned the transfer. Both ‘Trinidad and Lou- 
isiana have, consequently, been lopped from the 
monarchy since the date of this General Table. 

The events of the existing revolution in the 
Spanish colonies have filled the mind with vast 
ideas; but if we examine authentic maps and ac- 
curate statistical tables, we shall find that Spain 
still holds in subjection a decided majority of 
those whom she regards in America as her vas- 


» sals, 


The entire population of the Spanish American 
colonies may be estimated at about 15,000,000 
of souls. Of these, it is a large allowance to say 
that 5,000,000 are absplutely indepegdent of Old 
Spain; fér although her colonial system has been 
shakea to its foundations, and insurrection has 
manifested itself in every part of her cis-Atlantic 
provinces, so as to lead to a belief of eventual 
disruption, yet it cannot be denied that the 
territories of La Plata and Chile are alone whoHy 
freed from the yoke of the parent country. Ve- 


reziela and tases Firma are stubbornly disputed 
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by the wopabeuas who are in possession of all the 

principal seaports in that quarter; and Mexico, 

with little exception, is still preserved in a state 
of subordination to regal authority. 


A General Table of the Kingdoms and Provinces 
into which Spanish America, under the Royal 


Government, was. divided; and of the Vice- 


royalties, Governments, Corregimientos, and 
Alcaldias Mayores, established in them. 
NORTH AMEKICA, 
Which has only one ‘Viceroyalty, ‘and. contains 
the following Kingdoms and Provinces: 


Viceroyalty of New Spain. 


Kingdom of New Spain. 
Governments 
Vera Cruz Puebla de los Angeles 
Acapulco Yucatan 
Coaguila Tabasco 
Alcaldias Mayores. 
Actopam Orizava 
Apam Otumba 
Acayuca Papantla 
Antigua Quatro Villas 
Acatlan ’ Quantla Amilpas 
Atrisco Quantitlan 
San Blas Queretaro 
Chalco Temastelpec 
Cuyoacan Tepeaca 
Chietla Tecali 
Chiautta Tehuacan de lasGrenadas 
Coatepec. “i y Teutitlan 
Cozamaluapan * Teutila 
Cordoba Tehuantepec 
Cadreita Teocuilco 
Chilapa Tepozcolula 
Cuernavaca .Tepexi de la Seda 
Colima Tacuba © 
Cholula Toluca \ 
Chiguagva Tenango del Valle 
S; Christoval Tetela del Rio 
Ezatlan Taxco 
Guijolotitlan Tixtla 
Huamelula Tochimilco 
Hujuapan Tula 
Huichiapan Tetepango 
Huelutla Febusitlan 
Guejotzinco Tampico 
Ixtepexi Tulinzinco 
Ixtlahuaca Tetela Xonotla 
Izucar Tezcuco 
Ixmiquilpan Teotihuacan 
Justlahuac Tlaxcala 
S. Juande los Llanos = Tuxtla 
Lerma Tlapa 
Mexilcaltzinco Villalta , 
Miahuatlan Valladolid 
Metepec Valles 
Malinalco Xalapa 
Mextitlan Xuchimilce 
Nexapa Xicavan 
Nochiztlan Yahualica 
Nuevo Santander Zacualpan 
Oaxaca Zapotian 


Poe 











. 


THE: NATIONAL REGISTER. 


274 
Zumpapgo Zempoala 
Zimapao Zimatlan, 


Zacatlan de las Manzanas 
‘ingdom of Mechoacan. 
Alcaldias Mayores. 


Cuiceo dela Laguna Zelaya 
Guimeo Pasquaro 
Guanajuato Chaco 
San Luis de Potosi Guadalcazar 
San Luis de la Paz Jaso. y Teremendo 
Maravatio Chilchota 
San Miguelel Grande Zamora 
Tancitaro Cinaque 
Tlassasalca Motines 
Tlalpujagua Tinguindin 
Vill. d» Leon Xiquilpa 
Xiquiipa Zacatula 
Kingdom of Nueva Galicia. 
Alcaldias Mayores. 
Amula Izatlan 
Avtian Guanchinango 
zayula Purificacion 
Zacatecas Ostotipac 
Gi adalaxara Compostela 
Tela Acaponeta 
Tepic Nayarith 
Sen##pac Barca 
Tequepexpa Tecpatitlan 
Tonola Lagos 
Ostotipaquillo Cuquio 
Analco Tecualtichi 
Mazapie Inchipila 
Aguas Calientes Coiotlan 
Zapopan Xeres 
Xala Fresnillo 
Caxititlan Ibarra 
Tlajomuleo Sierra de Pinos 
Zapotian Charcas 
Captainship General of the Island of Cuba. 
Governments. 
Cuba Louisiana 
Florida 


SOUTH AMERICA 
Is divided into three Vicerovalties, containing the 
following Kingdoms and Provinces: 


- Viceroyalty of the New Kingdom of Gre- 


— 








nada. 
Kingdom of Tierra Fierme. 
Governments, - 5 
Panama Veragua 
Portovelo Darien 
Alcaldia Muyor. 
Nata. 
New Kingdom of Grenada. 
Governments. 
Cartagena Antioquia 
Caracas San Faustino 
Popayan San Juan de los Llanos 
Marwcaibo San Juan Jiron 
Guayana Mariquita 
Cumana Ista de Puertorico 
Santa Marta Isla de la Trinidad 
Choco Isla de la Margarita 
Corregimientos. 
Tunja Pasca 
Bogota Panches 
Boza Guatavita 
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Zipaquira Sogamoso 
Ubate Nejva 
Coyaima Gameza 
Muzo Chita 
Turmeque Sachica 
Tensa Velez 
Duitama San Gil 
Chivata Servita 
Paipa 
Kingdom of Quito. 
Governments. 
Guayaquil Mainas 
Jaen de Bracamoros Quixos y Macas 
Esmeraldas Cuenca 
Corregimientos. 
Pasto Riobamba 
Xibaros Loxa 
ibarra Zamora 
Tacunga Chimbo 
Ambato 
’ Viceroyalty of Peru. 
Kingdom of Peru. 
Governments. 
Guarochiri Guaucavelica 
Tarma Cuzco 
Corregimientos, 
Abancai Guamalies 
Aimaraes Huarochiri 
Andahuailas Huailas 
Auuazaraes Huanuco 
Arequipa Huanta 
Alica Luya y Chillaos 
Calca y Lares Lucanos 
Camana Moquehua 
Canes y Canches Parinacochas 
Cannete Puira 
Canta Paucartambo 
Cercado Pattz 
Chachapoyas Quispicanchi 
Chancay Sanna 
Castro Virreyna Santa 
Collahuas Truxillo ‘ 
Conchucos Vilcas Huamaa 
Condesuyos Caxamarca 
Cotabamba Urubamba 
Chilques y Masques Yauyos 
Chumbivilcas Yca 
Guamanga Xauxa 
Guamacana Caxatambo. 


Viceroyalty of the provinces of the Rio de fa Plata. 


Governments. 
Buenos Ayres Puno 
Chucuito Paz 
Tucuman, Potosi 
Santa Cruz de la Sierra Chiquitos 
Montevideo Moxos. 
Paraguay ' 
Corregimientos. 
Mizque Apolabamba 
Paucacoallo Atacama 
Pilaya y Paspaya Asangaro 
Pumabamba Carabaya 
Yampardez Carangas , 
Cochabamba "Larija 
Chayanta Porco 
“2. 
LareCaja Oruro 
Lipes Omasuyos 
Paria Sicasica 
Pacajes Tomina. 
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€aptainship-general & presidency of Chile. 
Kingdom of Chile. 


\ 


Governments. 
cion Chiloe 
Valdivta Islas Malvinas 
Valparaiso Islas de Juan Fernandez 
Corregimientos. 
Aconcagua Melpilla 
Cuyo Puchacay 
Copiapo Quillota 
Coquimbo - Rede 
Colcagua Santiago 
Chillan Rancagua 
Maule Itata. 





From the Mational Advocate. 
COMMODORE PERRY AND CAPT. HEATH. 


Statement of the proceedings growing out of the al 
tercation between commodore Perry and captain 
Heath. 

Commodore Perry, in consequence of having 
received a communication from captain Heath in 
Rhode island, on which the civ.l authorities «f 
that state prevented him from acting, was induced 
to go on to Washington on the 10th of October, 
for the purpose of giving to captain Heath the 
satisfaction whieh he had demanded. The ab- 
sence of his previously engaged friend, commo- 
‘dore Decatur, whom he had passed on the road, 
rendered it necessary that he should resort to 
the intervention of another friend for a time, that 
the intention of his visit might be communicated 
to captain Heath. This was accordingly done, 
and the fullowing preliminary arrangements were 
agreed upon between major Hamilton, on the 
part of commodore Perry, and lieutenant Desha, 
on the part of captain Heath: 

Ist. It is understood that commodore Perry is 
to proceed to Philadelphia, or its vicinity, by the 
route of Baltimore. where he is to remain until 
the arrival of captain Heath’s friend. 

2d That captain Heath is to proceed by the 

, way of Frederick and York to Philadelphia, and 
to remain in the suburbs until the arrangements 
are made for a meeting between himself and 
commodore Perry—his name not to be on the 
stage bills. 

Sd. Lieutenant Desha and major Hamilton are 
to meet at Renshaw’s on Wednesday after the ar- 
rival of the Newcastle boat 

4th That the meeting between commodore Per- 

ty and captain Heath is to take place on Saturday 

morning, or as soon after as practicable. 

Washington City, Oct, 12, 1818. 


Endorsed on the preliminary arrangement was the 
JSollowing note: 
Captain Perry desires it to be expressly under- 


, stood, that in according to captain Heath the per 


sonal satisfaction he has demanded, he has been 
influenced entirely by a sense of what he consi- 
ders due from him as an atonement to the violated 
rules of the service, and not by any considerations 
of the claims which captain Heath may have for 
making such a demand, which he totally denies, 
as such claims have been forfeited by the wiea- 
sures of a public character which captain Heath 
has adopted towards him. If, therefore, the civil 
authority should produce an impossibility of a 
meeting at the time and place designated, 
which he will take every precaution to prevent, 
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he will consider himself absolutely exonerated 
from any responsibility to captain Heath touching 
their-present cause of difference. 


(Signed) J. HAMILTON, Jun. 
(For captain Perry.) 
Approved. - 
(Signed) R. M. DESHA. 


In consequence of the foregoing, the parties 
assembled at Philadelphia, and major Hamilton 
ihere transferréd the above memorandum to com- 
modore Decatur, introducing to him, at the same 
time, lieutenant Desha, as the friend of captain 
Heath, when the following arrangements were 
made by them: 

Philadelphia, October 14, 1818. 
“Memorandum of the ~preliminary ‘arrangements bé- 
_ tween commodore Decatur, on the part .of captain 

Perry, and Geutenant Desha, on the part of cap. 

tain, He 

ist. That it is understood that captain Perry 
and his friend are to proceed to New York, or its, 
vicinity, where he is to remain untit the arrival 
of captain Heath, or until the period which is 
named in this paper for their meeting. 

2d. That captain Heath, with his friend, are! to 
follow and remain at some Convenient. point on 
the Jersey shore, near the city of New York, and 
to give information after their arrival to captain 
Perry’s friend, when such arrangements will be 
made as may be deemed necessary. 

3d. The parties to be on the point specified, 
and the notification required by the 2d article 
given prior tothe approaching Monday, the 19th. 

The parties accordingly met on Monday the 
19th inst. at. 42 o’clock, on the Jersey shore of 
the Hudson, where captain Perry received the 
fire of captain Heath, without returning it, when 
commodore Decaturimmediately stepped forward 


‘and declared, that commodore Perry had come to 


the ground with a determination not to return the 
fire of captain Heath, in proof of which he reada 
letter from commodore Perry to him which he 
had written, (and which is herewith subjoined) 
soliciting him to become his friend, and, therefore, 
he presumed the party aggrieved was satisfied, 
Captain Heath having’ expressed his acquiescence 
in this opinion, and that the injury he had receiv. 
ed from captain Perry was atoned for, the parties 
returned to the city. 3 
We co hereby certify that the foregoing is a 
correct statement, 
(Signed) STEPHEN DECATUR. 
R. M. DESHA. 


Letter from commodore Perry, referred to in the fores 
going, ta commodore Decatur. 

~ Washington, January 18, 1818. 

My dear cammodore —You are already acquaint- 
ed with the unfortunate affair which has taken 
place between captain Heath and myself. Al- 
‘hough I consider, from the course he has thought 
proper to pursue, that I am absolved from all ac- 
countability to him, yet, as I did, in a moment of 
irritation, produced by strong provocation, raise 
my hand against a person honored with a commis- 
sion, I have determined, upon mature reflection, 
to give hima meeting, should he call on me; de- 
claring, at the same time, that I cannot consent to 
return his fire, as the meeting, on my part, will be 
entirely as an atonement for the violated rules of* 
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the service. I request, therefore, my dear sir, 
that you will act as my friend on this occasion. 


Very truly your friend. 
O. H. PERRY. 


Com. Strernen Decater. 


‘Thus has terminated this unpleasent difference: 
and, as it has created considerable sensation 
throughout the union, the publication of the fore- 
going decuments are deemcd necessary. 


DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, 
By Tromsvutt. 

 facP The reader will find, hereunto annexed, 1. 
A descriptive sketch of this painting, taken 
from the New York Gazette; 2. Some critical 
observations upon it from a correspondent of 
the New York National Advocate; and, 3. A 
vindication of the picture, from the New York 
Daily Advertiser, by col. Trumnvt himself. 
The objection against this national piece, as 
we understand it, is, that colonel Trumbull has 
introduced into it the portraits of individuals 
who were not present in congress when inde- 
pendence was voted; or who, if present, did not 
vote for it. This’ objection is, for the most 
part, admitted by the colonel; and he gives 
certain explanations in answer to it. These 
explanations, however, can by no means justi- 
fy him. Jn the delineation of an historical fact, 
it is not admissible for an artist to depart from the 
truth of history; and it is a bad taste as well as 
a vicious judgment which sanctions, in the ex- 
emplification of a great political event, origina- 
ting in virtuous political principles, the intro- 
duction of a falsehood. We trust that colonel 
Trumbull will expunge the portraits objected 
to; or, if he will not expunge them, that he 
will, at least, throw a dlush into the counte- 
nances of those who were in congress at the 
time and yet refused to sign the instrument.— 
They ought to look ashamed to show their 
faces in such courageous and patriotic company. 
As far as it respects: Mr. Curnron, he was 
not a signer of the declaration of indepen- 
dence. We have inspected the original, and 
do not find.his name on the roll; and upon 
what grounds his likeness can be placed in the 
groupe we cannot conceive. This fact is not 
stated with any view to detract from the repu- 
tation of the late Mr. Clinton: he was a brave 
and worthy citizen. Nor is it our desire to 
wound the feelings of colonel Trumbull. But 
in a great national painting we wish to see 
chastity of design coupled with integrity of ex- 
ecution. Such ought to be the desire of col. 
Trumbull himself. 

The circumstance of particular members not sign- 
ing the declaration, nevertheless, does not in- 


it was “ unanimous;” for in the revolutig; 

congress the votes were taken by states, and 
the majority of delegates from any state being 
of one opinion, such majority controlled the 
minority, and decided the vote of that state— 
The signers of the Act of Confederation added 
to their names the dates at which they respec. 
tively subscribed it; but there were doubtless 
strong motives, growing out of the state of pub. 
lic affairs at that period, which rendered it pru: 
dent not to pursue a similar course as it pe. 
spected the declaration of independence in 1776, 


From the New York Gazette. 

One.of our correspondents observes that the 
NATION.L PAINTING representing “ The Declara- 
tion of Independence,” executed by col. Trumbull, 
and to be placed in the capitol at Washington, is 
now exhibited in the room of the academy of Pine 
Arts, in the New York Institution. The picture 
represents the'session of congress, at the moment 
when the committee, who were to draft the De. 
claration of Independence, are presenting it by 
Mr. Jefferson, their chairman, to Mr. Hancock, 
the president of congress. ‘The president is sit. 
ting by a table; on the right stands the venerable 
Charles Thompson, the secretary of congréss; in 
front, presenting the declaration, stands Mr. Jef. 
ferson; on his left Dr. Franklin, and on his right 
Chancellor Livingston, Roger Sherman, and Pre- 
sident Adams.” There are forty-seven figures in 
the whole—nineteen in a standing, and the re- 
mainder in a sitting, posture. The portraits are 
likenesses of those heroic and high minded men, 
who, placing their confidence in the justness of 
their cause, and in the favor of Heaven, dared to 
pronounce these United States “ free, sovereign, 
and independent.” The likenesses are intended 
to represent the members as they appeared in 
1776, and with the costume of that day. It would 
not comport with the limits of a newspaper para- 
graph to comment upon this splendid picture 
with critical minuteness Most of our citizens, ' 
it is presumed, will embrace the opportunity, be- 
fore it is forwarded to Washington, of examining 
and judging of it themselves. For himself, the 
writer, of this article will only say, that in desiga 
and execution—in keeping, coloring, and pers- 
pective—in its minuter touches, and in its general 
effect, itis every way worthy of the event which 
it records—of the patronage which has brought 
it into being, and of the artist whose patriotism 
has directed the master efforts of his art to the 
illustration of those great events which mark, 
with the highest interest, the history of the reve- 
lution. 

From the National Advocate. 
“ GREAT NATIONAL PICTURE.” 

To the Editor —I have lately seen the painting 
by colonel Trumbull, “ representing the declara- 
tion of independence,” which is safd to contain 
“ portraits of forty-seven of the members present 
in congress on that memorable occasion.” 

This picture has been drawn by direction of 
congress, and is now submitted to public imspec- 
tion by permission of the government. 

It is not my intention to examine the merits of 





validate the fact which it asserts, namely: that 











this production as a specimen of the arts. It may, 
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perhaps, be a very pretty icture, but is certainly 
no representation of the declaration of indepen- 
dence. The errors in point of fact, with which 
it abounds, ought to exclude it from the walls of 
tlie capitol, where its exhibition will hereafter 
ive to the mistakes of the artist the sembiance 
and authority of historical truth 
The manifest intention of congress, in directing 
the preparation of this picture, was to perpetuate 
accurate. recollections of one of the greatest 
events in history, and to hand to posterity correct 
resemblances of the men who pronounced our se- 
aration from Great Britain. In tracing such a 
sketch, the fancy of the painter has a very limited 
indulgence. Some latitude is allowed him as re- 
spects design and embellishment; but the very 
abject of his effort enjoins a scrupulous adherence 
to fact, in all that regards the actors and main in- 
cidents of his subject. If he overleaps this boun. 
dary, he violates the plain rules of Sn egy and 
common sense; and his piece sinks from the grade 
of a great historical painting into a sorry, motley, 
mongrel picture, where the truth and fiction 
mingle, but cannot be discriminated. ‘Vo make 
the “national painting” in question subservient 
to a display of the likeness of any American, how- 
ever distinguished, who was not both a member of 
congress aid present in that body when indepen- 
dence was declared, is no less ridiculous than it 
would be to introduce into it the head of lord 
Chatham or that of col. Barre. 


Among “ the portraits of forty-seven of the mem- 
bers present in congress on that memorable occa- 
sion,” col. Trumbull has given those of George 
Clinton, of New York, and Benjamin Rush and 
George Clymer of Pennsylvania. Now, the truth 
happens to be, that neither of these gentlemen 
were present when independence was declared, 
and never gave a vote for or against the declara- 
tion. Mr. Clinton, if Lam not mistaken, was ap- 
pointed a general in June, 1776, and was serving, 
when congress pronounced our severance from 
Great Britain, in a military capacity in the pro- 
vince of New York. Messrs. Rush and Clymer 
were not elected to congress until the 20th of 
July, 1776, that is to say, sixteen days after tle fi- 
nal passage of the declaration, and nineteen days 
subsequent to its approval in committee of the 
whole. The names of the two gentlemen last 
mentioned, together with those of James Smith, 
George Taylor, and sJames Ross, appear among 
the signatures uf the declaration of independence 
in consequence of the following circumstances: 
On the 19th of July, 1776, (the day before the 
election of Mr. Rush, and his associates s>ove- 
mentioned) congress passed a resolution that 
each of its members should sign that instrument. 
It was not, however, engrossed on parchment and | 
prepared for signatures until the 2d of August.| 
The new members of Pennsylvania having taken 
their seats in the interim, signed the declaration 
in obedience to the resolution of the house. 

The persons who are believed to have been 
present when the independence was deciared, and 
whose portraits do not appear in the painting of 
col. Trumbull, are— 

Henry Wisner, of New York 

John Hart, of New Jersey 

John Morton and Charles Humphreys, of Penn- 

svivania 
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Thomas Nelson, jun. Richard Lightfoot Lee, 
and Carter Braxton, of Virginia 

John Penn, of North Garolina 

Button Gwinnett and Lyman Hall, of: Georgia. 


That portraits of these distinguished men are 
not contained in the piece is not a fault of the ar- 
tist, who has been ynable to obtain accurate like- 
nesses of them. But it is particularly to be re- 
gretted that an authentic representation of Czsar 
Rodney, .of Delaware, could not have been found 
to substitute for one, of the faces which have no 
pretentions to a place. To the vote of this gen- 
tleman on the 4th of July, and to the accidental 
or intentional absence from their seats of Robert 
Morris, of Pennsylvania, and John Dickinson, also 
of Pennsylvania, (not of Delaware, as the artist 
has it in his prospectus,) it is owing that the vote of 
the states was unanimous in favor of the national 
charter on its final adoption. Thedelegates of 
Delaware present in congress on the first of July, 
when the declaration of independence passed in 
committee of the whole, were divided in opinion. 
Mr. Reed, one of the attending delegates from 
that state, being against the measure, and Mr. 
M‘Kean, the other attending delegate, being for 
it. The vote of Pennsylvania, in committee of the 
whole, was unfavorable to independence—Messrs. 
Morris, Dickinson, Willing, and Humphreys, de- 
claring against it, in opposition to Messrs. Frank- 
lin, Morton, and Wilson. 

1 have thought proper to offer these few re- 
marks, both because the permission given by the 
government to exhibit the painting in New York 
seems to be an invitation to dispassionate criticism, 
and because the artist still has time before the re- 
moval of his picture, to make it, if practicable, ac- 
cord with historical truth. To exhibit it in its pre- 
sent form on the walls of the capitol at Washing- 
ton, would be a severe satire on our ignorance of 





our own history, and would justly expose our 
legislative councils to the scofts and sneers of eve- 
ry intelligent foreigner who may visit us. If, with 
its palpable errors, the painting shall be displayed 
in congress hall, we would advise that two of the 
pictures which are intended to accompany it may, 
with similar propriety, depict Montgomery dic- 
tating the capitulation of Yorktown and Wash- 
ington dying under the walls of Quebec! 
DETECTOR. 
To the editor of the National Adzncaie. 
* GREAT NATIONAL PAINTING.” 
Sin—In addition to the persons mentioned in 








Czsar Rodney, of Delaware 
Thomas Stone, of Maryland 


my former communication as not having been in 


| congress on the 4th July, 1776, or at any previous 
| time, but whose! portraits, nevertheless, appear in. 
| Mr. Trumbull’s painting, is Charles Carroll, ot 


Carrollion. The fact that this gen'leman was not 
then a delegate seems to have escaped the recol- 
lection of governor M‘Kean, when he wrote his 
letter to president Adams respecting the errors 
with which the public mind had been impressed 
relative to our independence. The election of 
Mr. Carroll by the state of Maryland as a member 
of congress did not happen until the very day that 
independence was declared, and his credentials 
were not produced to that body until the 16th of 
July, 1776, when he took his seat. 

The statement you make as coming from Mr. 
‘Trumbull, that George Clintom was preseut at 
the signing of the declaration of tncepencence, 
must, f apprehend, be founded in some misunder- 
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standing on the part of Mr. Trumbull of gov. 
Clinton’s expressions. the latter was, by election 


a delegate in congress from New York during all 
the period from the 22d of April, 1775, to the 
5th of May, 1777 Such being the case, we must 
infer that he was not attending in congress when 
the declaration was subscribed, for the sccret re 
solution passed by that body on the 19th July, 
1776, (a for:night before tne declaration was en. 
grossed on pa:chment) made it imperative on 
every member who should sit in cougress that 
year to put his signature to the instrument. The 
fact of his presence at the signing, and that of his 
signature not appearing to the declaration, could. 
only be reconciled by his having refused to sub- 
scribe, a circumsiance which certainly did not 
occur, and which, if it had taken place, ought to 
have particularly excluded his portrait from col. 
Trumbuil’s painting. 

From the facts and observations which I have 
submitted, it is apparent, that at least four of the 
likenesses introduced into the “great national 
picture” are not entitled to a place. 

Ist. That of George Clinton, who was not pre- 
sent in congress when the declaration of indepen- 
dence passed that body, and whose portrait has 
ho greater pretensions to insertion in the picture 
than those of James Duane, John Aisop, John 
Jay, Simon Boerum, and Philip Schuyler; all of 
whom were, on the 4th July. 1776, delegates to 
congress, (but not attending ones) from this state, 
and of most of whom “ authentic representations” 
might be easily obtained. 

2d. That of Benjamin Rush, of Pennsylvania. 

3d. That of George Clymer, of Pennsylvania. 

4th. That of Charles Carroll, of Maryland.— 
Neither of whici: gentlemen took his seat in con- 
gress until after independence was declared 
DETECTOR. 
Frém the New York Daily vidvertiser. 

[In the National Advocate of ‘Tuesday morning 
an article appeared under the signature of * De- 
tector,” thé writer of which charges col. Trum- 
bull with having violated the truth of history sn 
his picture of the declaration of independence, 
by introducing portraitsof several gentlemen who 
were not present when independence was declar 
ed, arid omsiting those of others who are “believed 
to have been present” on that occasion. The fol- 
lowing is col. Trumbuil’s answer to this charge.] 

Mr. Trambull returns bis thanks to Detector 
for having given him an opportunity of laying be- 
fore the public some account of the origin and 
progress of the painting of the declaration of in- 
dependence, which he could not otherwise have 
done without being liable to censure for egotism. 

Afier the termination of the war of the revo- 
lution, Mr. IT’. determined to study the art of 
painting, for the purpose of recording the great 
even's'and great men of that period. in the year 
1786,the paintings of the battle of Bunker’s hil 
and the attack on Quebec were finished, were 
seen by, and received the most flattering appro- 
bation of, the first artists and: connoisseurs in kng- 
land, France, Germany, and Prussia. Consider-| 
ing the success of his general plan thus secured, 
he proceeded to, determine the other subjects! 
which should form his series; and aimong, these 
the declaration of independence was considered 
as the most, important. 

Atthistime Mr Trumbull enjoyed the friend- 
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ship and hospitahty of Mr. Jefferson, then minis- 
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ter of the United States at Paris; and it was up. 
der his roof, and with the aid of his advice, that 
the arrangement and composition of this picture 
was settled. In the following summer of 1767, 
the head of Mr. John Adams, then minister of the 
United States in London, was painted, afew 
days prévious to his return from his mission; and 
shortly after, the head of Mr. Jefferson was paint. 
ed in Paris. ‘ 

The question immediately occurred, which De.’ 
tector has so shrewdly discovered, who were the’ 
men actually present on the 4th day of July?—The 
journals of congress are silent—it would be dan. 
gerous to trust the memary of any one—and the 
only prudent. resource was to take as a general 
guide, the signatures to the original instrument, 
although it was as well known to Mr. Jefferson 
and Mr. T then, as it is now to the sagacious De. 
tector, that there were on that instrument the 
names ot several gentlemen who were not actu. 
ally present on the 4th of July; and also, that se. 
veral gentlemen were then present who never 
subscribed their names. 

‘The record was the:efore taken as a general 
guide: and with regard to all the most important 
characters represenied in the painting, thete Was, 
and (begging my sagacious friend’s pardon) there 
is. no doubt. 

In 1789, Mr. T. arrived in town from Europe, 
and passed the winter here, congress being Yhen 
in session. Here the portrsits of Richard Henry 
Lee, Riger Sherman, Lewis Morris, Francis 
Lewis, &c. &c. were painted, and at this time, he 
was informed that George Clinton, then govern. 
or, had Leen a membey present in congress on 
ihe 4th of July, although his name was not among 
those who subscribed to the instrument He 
therefore waited on governor Clinton to ascer. 
tain the tact, and’ was by him assured that he was 
p/eseut on that memorable occasion. The governor 
consented with pleasure to sit for his portrait— 
aud ou this testimony the portrait was painted. 

‘This session of congress was peculiarly impor 
tant, and liad collected in this city many eminent 
men, military as well as civil; and Mr. 11. thus 
had a fair opportunity not only of advancing the 
picture in question, but for collecting the materi- 
vis for other subjects. He was of course well 
known to president Washington, and to all the 
distinguished characters of the day. He made it 
his duty, and his business, to ask the advice and 
criticism of all those who did him the honor to 
sit for their portraits; «nd not only the declaration 
of independence, but the battles of Trenton and 
Princeton, and the surrender of York ‘town, were 


‘ve y much advanced under the eye, With the cri- 


ucism and with the approbation, of the men who 
had been the great actors in the several scenes. 

In May, 1790, Mr. ‘t. went to Philadelphia, 
where, during three months, he added considera- 
bly to his stock of materials. Here he was in- 
formed that Thomas Willing was a member pre- 
sent in congress on the 4th of July, although 
hig name was not on the list of signatures. On 
application to Mr. Willing, he assured Mr. T. that 
he was present, but opposed to the measure, and 
therefore had not signed. Mr. T. did not feel it to 
be his duty to record only these who had been 
supporters of the measure, and therefore request- 
ed Mr. Willing to sit, which he did. 

In November, of the same year, Mr. T. went 
to Boston and New-Hampshire, and obtained por- 
traits from the life of John Hancock, Samuel 
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Adams, R. T. Paine, Josiah Bartlett, and many 
aban’, 1791, he went to Charleston, S.C. 
and obtained from the life, portraits of Edward 
Rutledge and Thomas Hey ward—and copies of 
pictures of Thomas Lynch and Arthur Middleton, 
who were dead—as well as many heads of men 
eminent in other sciences, military as well as ci- 
vil, which entered into his plan. On his retarn, 
he went to York own, in Virginia, and made a 


surrender—at Williamsburg obtained a portrait 
from the life-of George Wy the, Ke, &e. 

Mr. [. afterwards made two Visits to the east, 
went to Saratoga, and passed the winters of 1792 
aid 3in Philadelphia, where congress then sat— 
always endeavoring to obtain correct inf, rination; 
and when men whose memory it was desirable to 

reserve were dead, using all the means in his 
power to obtain from their surviving triends what- 
sever memorial existed. -y 

During this period Mr. T. had, and solicited, no 
other patronage or assistance In his arduous un- 
dertaking, than subscriptions for those prints 
which have been long since published from his } 
pictures of the death of Warren and Montgo 
mery. : 

He was known these four years, to be employ- 
ed in this pursuit He enjoyed the friendship 
and advice of the most eminent men in the coun- 
try, and he was not idle. Themen of those days 
are now almost all gone to their reward; and but 
for the indefatigable perseverance of Mr. T. ina 
pursuit which his friends often smiled at as_vision- 
ary, it would at this moment be impossible to ob- 
tain even such imperfect pictures as Detector con- 
siders this to be. 

One word more to this most estimable, kind, 
and impartial critic Two yearsago Mr. T, was 
advised to submit the small picture of this sub- 
ject (to which all that has been said refers,) to 
the view of the government, im the , expectation 
that it might attract their attention In conse- 
quence, the declaration of independence, the sur- 
render of lord Cornwallis, the battle of Trenton 
and that of Princeton, were taken to Washington; 
and with the permission of the speaker hung up 
in the hall of the representatives, where they re 
mained subject to criticism for several days—and 
there is no doubt that the honorable testimony 
borne to fheir authenticity and correctness by 
many cotemporaries in both houses of congress, 
as well as by Mr. Madison, then president, and 
Mr. Monroe, then secretary of state, was the 
cause of that employment which is the source of 
undissem)led satisfaction to Mr. T. and which he 
proudly trusts, gives him a title to be reneember- 
ed hereafter with the events which it has been 
the occupation, and is now the delight, of his life 
to have so commemorated. 

Mr. T. still solicits candid and liberal criticism, 
and will thank any person who will point out an 
error in his work, and kindly supply him with 
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at the expense of the chancellor, count Romans 
zow, and sailed from Cronstadt on the 18:h of 
July, 1815, arrived there safe on the 19th of July,, 
(O. S.) 1818 We may expect very interesting 
information respecting this voyage. 
FRANCE, 
Paris, Aug. 29, 1818. 
ROYAL ORVONNANCE. 
Louis, &e. with reference to the law for fixing the 
peace establishment of the arm 
Art. 1. Forty thousand, men shall be ballotted 
out of each of the classes of 1816 and 1817. 
2. The quota of each department, to make up 
thus 80,000 men, shall be fixed in proportion to 
the population. | - 
3. Out of the 80,000, 20,000 men from each of 
‘he classes of 1816 and 1817 shall be at the dispo- 
sal of the minister at war, to be placed on active 
service. 
4. Phe 40,000 men at the disposal of the minis- 
ter at war, to be placed on active service, shall be 
employed, Ist, in replacing the sub-officers and 
soldiers who shall have completed their term of 
service on the 3lst December next—2d, To com- 
plete the first battalions of our legions, according 
to the organization fixed by our ordonnance of the 
3d Aug. 1815 - i ‘g 
5 Our minister of war shall present to us, for 
the execution of art. 4, a'scheme of distribution 
of the 40,000 men amongst the 86 legions in which 
they are to: be incorporated. 
Dated Aug 26, 1818. 
(Signed) 
(Countersigned) 


LOUIS. 
GOUVION ST. CYR, 
Minister at war. 

SPAIN. 

From Madrid, under date of August 9, 1818. 

{cP We gave our reasons, in the last number 
of the National Register, page 272, for believing , 
the following “ Note” not to be genuine.] 

Nore— Delivered the 12th June last, by the cabinet 
of Madrid, to the high allied powers, relative to 
the situation of South America. 

Since the time that unfortunate events, by a 
natural consequence, communicated the revolu- 
tionary germ to South America, and caused to 
break out in these countries deplorable efforts to 
effect the separation of subjects from their legiti- 
mate sovereign, his catholic majesty took for the 
tom tule of his conduct the following prin- 
ciples: 

‘. To employ all the means that depend upon 
human wisdom to briag back those who have 
strayed from the path of order and obedience, by 
using as much mildness and as httle rigor as pos- 
sible. ; 

2 To seek inthe diplomatic relations a politi- 
cal means to attain this object. The revolutiona- 
ry enfranchisement of South Ameriva, on its re- 
turn under its lawful rule, presents, in fact, to the 
political world, considerations of such great 
weight, they deserve that the eyes of Europe 





the means of information by which he may cor- 
rect it. But he holds malignity and envy in pro- 
found contempt. 

New York, 19th Oct. 1818. 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

RUSSIA, . 

St. Petersburg, Aug. 7, 1818.—The brig the 
Rurik, commanded by lieut. Otto Von Kotzebue, 


should fix themselves upon conjunctures which 
may bring about a new order of things in its po- 
litical and commercial relations. 

The united efforts of the principal European pow- 
ers have already annihilated that disastrous system 
which nursed the American revolution; but it remains 
still for them to stifle this system in the same America, 
where its effects are of the most serious nature His 
catholic majesty having never lost sight of the 





which was fitted out for a voyage round the world 


two principles above mentioned, and being stilf 








_ jesty received the answers from the high allied 


» elares this day that such are the points on which 
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animated with a desire to put an end to the effu- 
sion of blood and devastations, the deplorable 
consequences of a war of this kind, only waited 
for an opportunity to call the attention of the 
high allied powers to a subject which several 
times has been made the foundation of notes 
which have been delivered to them, and recently 
of negotiations entered upon in so friendly a man- 
ner with his royal highness the prince regent of 
Great Britain. 

The insurrection of Pernambuco made a lively 
impression upon his catholic majesty, and at the 
moment when he wished to recommend this event 
to the attention of the allied sovereigns, it was 
necessary to demonstrate its direct relations with 
the general interest. 

It is with the greatest satisfaction that his ma- 


powers. Thev opened the way to very impor- 
tant negotiations, and induced the powers to in- 
terfere in the unfortunate circumstances in which 
America finds itself, for the purpose of availing 
themselves of al] the means of wisdom and vigor 
calculated to bring the revolted countries to sub- 
mission, and to put an end to the immorality and 
political contagion which such an order of things 
presents. 

‘t'o follow up the first steps so happily com- 
menced, his majesty thinks the moment is ar- 
tived when he should explain, in a categorical 
and solemn manner, to his high allies, the princi- 
ples which he has laid down for himself, to effect 
the good which he proposes to himself, and such 
as might be expected from his sentiments of hu- 
mManity. 

In consequence, in referring to the overtures 
which have already been made, his majesty de- 


she is invariably fixed: 
1. A general amnesty for all the insurgents as 
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soon as they have submitted. 

2. Admission of Americans, endowed with the 
proper qualifications, to all employments, in com- | 
mon with the European Spaniards. 


3. A commercial regulation of these provinces 
with foreign states upon free principles, and con- 
formable with the present political situation of 
these countries and of Europe. 


4. A sincere disposition on the part of his ca- 
tholic majesty to promote all the measures which 
in the course of the negotiations may be proposed 
to him by the high allies, and shali be compatible 
with bis rights and dignity. 

His majesty is, therefore, persuaded that no- 
thing further opposes itself to the opening of ne- 
gotiations, upon the basis laid down as above, and 
which he knows to be equally conformable with 
the views already manifested by his august allies. 

HAVANA. 


By way of Charleston, Oct. 21, 1818.—A letter 
from Havana, by the brig Catharine, dated Ast inst. 
says: 

“ As we anticipated in our respects of the 10th 
of June and 20th of August, last past, sugar as 
well as coffee have continued to improve, and the 
latter, beyond the expectation of every one—as 
you will see by your price current hereto annex. 
ed, to which we will refer you forthe state of our 
market. 
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consequence of the uncommon dry season last 
spring; it is therefore: the general opinion that 
this article will not>open at less than $25 per 
quintal.” 

PORTUGAL. 

vanslation, 

Our lord the king, having received the Petition 
of Brown, Reid & Co. merchants established jp 
this city, requiring a diminution of the duty of 
2,400 rs. on each barrel of rye flour, and repre. 
senting that from the inferiority of its quality, jt 
could not bear a greater charge than 480 rs." Hig 
majesty, after consulting the count de Peniche, 
one of the governors of the kingdom, and inspec. 
tor general of the corn market, has been pleased 
to command that all rye flour and corn meal, com. 
ing from abroad, shall pay only 480 rs. in lieu of 
2,400 rs. per barrel formerly demanded. 


Palace of government in Lisbon, 16th July, 
18. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


From Gibraltar, Sept. 14, 1818.—Capt. Gamble, 
late_ of the Erie, is il! in the hospital established 
at Pezza. 

Both the Spark and United States were in here 
a few days since for supplies—the latter sailed 
again on the 2d, and the former the 8th. 

The Spark has lately undergone a thorough re. 

ir at Leghorn, and is’ now full rigged. 

The Franklin 74, com. Stewart, arrived 9th 
instant and sailed again yesterday morning, to 
join the United States, Erie, and Spark, off Cape 
de Gatt. ; 

When the Franklinecame down, she spoke the 
United States off Cape de Gatt, and left the Krie, 
lieut. Gallagher, in Almeira Bay. It is sup- 
posed they are bound on to the Barbary coast, on 
a cruise. 

From the state of the plague at present in Bar- 
bary, 1 should not be surprised if the Peacock 
was denied admittance into any of the ports of 
the Mediterranean, which will oblige her to ride 


‘out avery long quarantine at some of the Laza- 


rettos, or to return home. 

Sept. 15.—Brig Francis, Davis, from Trieste for 
Boston, sailed this morning. Capt. Ridgley, of 
the U. 8. Navy, and Mr. Bowdoin, of Boston, 
went passengers in ber. 

The price of fruit will be high this year, as the 
demand is great, and the crop by no means abun- 
dant. 


ENGLAND. 


A commission has lately passed the great seal 
in Eagland, appointing and authorizing an inquiry 
into the best means of preventing the forgery of 
bank notes. The commissioners are sir Joseph 
Banks, sir William Congreve, William Courtney, 
esquire, Jeremiah Harman, governor of the bank, 








“ The new erop of coffee, it is supposed, will 
metexceed one half of ile crop of last year, in 


and others. ‘They had a sitting on the subject in 
July last. 

The queen of. England had experienced a re- 
turn of her disease (dropsy) in its most distress- 
ing form—and at the latest date was rapidly sink- 
ing It was not expected she could survive many 

ays, 

Lord Castlereagh and his lady and suite took 
their departure on the 2d of September, for Brus- 
sels, on their way to Aix-la-Chapelle. Among his 
Lordship’s suite are the earl of Clanwilliam, lord 
Conyngham, and lord Anson. 

London, Sept. 5, 1818—Messrs, Robinson and 
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Goulburn held a long conference with Messrs. 
Gallatin and Rush, the American plenipotentiaries, 
on Saturday last, at. the office of the board of 


trade. 

”, Sept 12 1818.—The deaths 

of Gibraltar, Sept. 12, —_ 
in ae fom the ath ultimo to the 7th -nst. 
were 97. The disease had spread through the 
whole town. The plague had spread im a village 
near Cape Spartel, and to another in the direction 
of Lurache, and raged in both with great violence. 
It had also broke out in the villages on the moun- 
tain Ben Harsham. At Vetuan the’ deaths from 
the 24th of August to the 6th inst. were 48. 
At Uzdah the daily deaths were about 12. The 
plague has diminished in the regency of Algiers. 
The deaths had diminished to five a day in Al- 
giers. From August 2 to 17, no deaths had oc- 
curred at Oran, and the towns in that province 
(Telemsen excepted) are tolerably healthy; at 
Telemsen the deaths were’about 12 a day. It is 
calculated that from 25,000 to 30,000 persons 
have died of the plague in the province of Oran. 
HG@ME AFFAIRS. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston, October 24, 1818.--A decision, impor- 
tant to the commercial world, and to the govern- 
ment, has been recently made in the circuit court 
for this district, in a cause, U. States vs. Theodore 
Lyman, esq. The points decided we understand 
to be:-~1. That an action of debt lies for duties 
on goods imported; 2. That the importer of 
goods becomes personally liable for duties, by the 
act of importation; 3. That duties accrue, and 
become a debt due from the importer, on the 
bringing of the goods into port, with intent to 
land them, and before entry at the custom houses 
4. That no one but the actual importer or owner 
at the time of importation, or consignee at that 
time, of goods, is entitled to enter them, and to 
give bond for duties; 5. That bonds given for du- 
ties do not, before payment, extinguish the ori- 
ginal debt or hability for duties created by the 
act of importation; but are only to be considered 
as security, and collateral to the original obliga- 
tion or liability. 

The trial occupied some days. 

On the part of the United States it was con- 
ducted by Mr. Blake, district ona and Mr. 
Webster, and’on the part of the defendant, by 
Mr. Prescott and Mr. Thacher. A full report of 
the case may be expected soon, we learn, in the 
first volume of Mason’s Reports of the decisions 
of the circuit court. 

VERMONT. — 
Montpellier, October 8, 1818.—On Thursday last 
the hon. legislature of the state convened. in this 
lace, Nine o’clock in the morning, the mem- 
ers produced their credentials, were duly sworn, 
and proceeded to business. Hon. Richard Skin- 
ner was chosen speaker, and Wm. D. Smith, esq. 
clerk pro tem. : 

A committee of three members from each coun- 
ty was appointed, on the part of the house, to 
join committee from council, to sort and count 
the votes for governor, lieutenant governor, trea- 
surer, and councillors. 

At 4 o’clock both houses in joint committee, 
the canvassing committee reported the election of 

JONAS GALUSHA, Governor. 
PAUL BRIGHAM, Lt Governor. 
BENJAMIN SWAN, Treasurer. 
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on, cavid Fay, Thomas Hammond, Aaron Le- 

‘aud, Abel ‘Tomlinson, Theophilus Crawford, 

Daniel Peaslee, truman Chittenden, Ezra Butler, 

Wiiliam Cahoon, Frederick Smith, ‘Timothy Stan- 

iy, counciilors. 3 2 
Friday, October 9, 1818. 

On motion, the house proceeded to the choice 
of its officers. ‘he votes being sorted and count- 
ed, it appeared that the 

Hon. Richard Skinner, was elected speaker. 

Hon. Wm. Slade, secretary of state. 

Wm. D. Smith, esq. was chosen clerk by no- 
mination. . : 

Timothy Merrill, esq. engrossing clerk. 

The governor and council appeared: in the 
house, and his excellency, after taking the neces- 
ad oaths, delivered the following 

“SPEECH: 
Gentlemen of the council, and gentlemen of the gene- 
ral assembly, 

Having been called. by the‘guffrages of -a free 
people, and permitted by Divine Providence, to 
assemble agreeably to the provisions Of the! con- 
stitution, to attend: to the civil concerns of fie 
state; it behoves us at all times, but more espe- 
cially when acting under so important a trust, to 
look up to Him, who has the hearts ef all men in - 
his hand, and is the disposer of all events, for di- 
rection and supportin attending to all the duties 
that devolve on us as guardians of the rights and 
privileges of the people. 

It is with peculiar pleasure that I congratulate 
you on the present prosperity of our state and 
nation. Peace, health, and plenty, are among the 
peculiar blessings with which we are favored; 
while an apparent increase of morality, benevo- 
lence and piety, presage still happier times.. 

The recent dangers we have passed, will be a 
sufficient monitor to keep alive in your breasts a 
sense of the necessity of union, and that watchful 
care and perseverance which ave indispensable to 
the preservation of the rights and privileges:of a 
free people. It would be folly in us to imagine 
that the only dangers to which a republic is ex- 
posed, exist in times of the most ardent strug- 
gles, when assailed by powerful foreign foes. 
This we have experienced and surmounted: but 
political experience demonstrates, that a more fa- 
tal foe lurks in the heart of man—that’ secret am- 
bition to aggrandize himself, and promote his 
own private ends, chills his generous ardor for 
the concerns of his country, and his desire tor the 
prosperity of his fellow citizens is too apt to lie 
dormant, or smothered in his bosom;\but [am 
unwilling to believe that the vital spark of patri- 
otism and republican virtue is extinguished in the 
hearts of Americans. 1 appeal to you, gentlemen, 
who are well versed in ancient and modern histo- 
ry, whether the fall of republics has not often hap- 
pened in consequence of a slow decline of repub- 
lican virtues and simplicity, and from internal di- 
visions, than from any combination of kings and 
monarchs ta overthrow them. In times of the 
greatest apparent security, the seeds of dissolu- 
tion are sown, and imperceptibly grow until the 
roots become too strong to be eradicated. 

These remarks, gentlemen, are not made with 
a view to any existing political party, or particu- 
lar individuals, or to discourage any laudable en- 
terprise, but to check that aspiring ambition 
to which the human heart is more or less 
exposed, and to prevent, in times of apparent 
safety, our lapsing into a state of inattention to our 
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political concerns, through a nataral propensity 
to ease, which sometimes proves dangerous. A 
people negligent of their rights will not long re- 
tain their liberties. 

It behoves you, gentlemen, not only to watch 
over the exigences arising with this state, but 
carefully to guard against any encroachments on 
the sovereignties of the individual states, or in- 
fringements on the privileges reseryed to them, 
orto the people, , 

A prudent legislature will critically examine 
évery new subject that may be presented for 
their consideration, compare it With the first prin- 
ciples of our government, and trace it to its most 
probable effect in its fullest operation, in order to 
decide on its merits. 

In acting on all private bills and petitions, a 
due regard to justice ought never to be dispe 
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mestic animals, within the several counties where 
Litis deemed necessary. I am apprised that an 
agricultural society was incorporated in the year 
1816; but this society being extended over the 
whole state, the members living so remote from 
each other, and the field for examination s0 ex. 
tensive, that it proved ineffectual, and now. exists 
only in name If am, however, of opinion, that 
societies, formed within proper limits, may, by 
experimenss, proper researches, and_ corres, 
pondence with each other, prove highly: bene. 
ficial ; for notwithstanding the spirit of ind 

and laudable enterprize that appears: among our. 
| Citizens, yet much remains to be done for the be. 
,nefit of individuals and the state, by a wise direct 
| tion of their labors and expenditures to the most 
| profitable objects, and in the most useful and eco. 
nomical menner; but a treatise on the subject 





ed with, and favors oaght only to be granted 


when they do not interfere with the public good, | 


or the interest and happiness of other individuals 
Jn passing laws that are to have a partial operation, ; 
it will be well to keep in view that excellent max- ; 
im contained in our bill of rights; that * Govern- ' 
ment is, or ought to be, instituted for the comnion 
benefit, protection, and security of the people, 
nation, or community; and not for the particular | 
emolument or advantage of any single man, fami- | 
ly, orset of men, who are a part only of that com-) 
munity.” | 

ft would be trespassing on your time, if not on 
youy patience, to attempt to call your attention to | 
the several matters that will naturally fail under 
your consideration. The attention of former le- 
gislatures has been frequently, occupied on the 
subject of education —A subject so interesting 
to the rising generation, and so necessary to the 
happiness, safety, and honor of the state, cannot 
easily escape the notice of this or any future le- 
gislature. he subjects of manufacturing; and 
the regulation of the militia; are matters usually 
submitted to standing committees, therefore par- 
ticular remarks on those subjects will be -unne- 
cessary. 

Many useful improvements have been made in 
the state, while no considerable attempts have 
been made to improve our state of agriculture; 
although we ought to rely as much as possible on 
home iaanufactures for a supply of manufactured 
articles, yet it must be acknowledged that the 
main source of our wealth and the subsistence of 
every class of citizens, must depend on the culti- 
vation of the soil, When our farms were new and 
unimpaired by tillage, it was profitable to extend 
‘ our labors, and cast our seed over a large portion 
of our soil; but as lands become less productive 
by. the frequency of crops, it is necessary that 
new modes of husbandry should be resorted to, 
in order to keep them ina’ fertile state; and that 
the different qualities of the soil be improved to 
the best advantage for tillage, or grazing—which, 
in all probability, will require more labor and ex 
pense in cultivating an equal quantity of land. 
axl of course prevent the too frequent emigra- 
tion of the laboring class of our citizens. kdo 
not expect that the state of our finances are such 
as to admit of expenditures on the subject; yet it 
is possible that something may be done that would 
prove useful, by authorizing’ patriotic and enter 
prizing individuals to form into societies, with 
corporate privileges, for the beneficial purposes 





would, on the present occasion, be improper; a 
hiut only. is my design. 

In selecting the officers to be appointed-by the 
general assembly, your own prudence will lead 


you to seek for men of integrity and uprightness , 


of conduct, as well as of competent capacity, te 
discharge the various duties attached to the seve. 

ral offices for which they are to be elected It 

will be necessary at this session to elect a senator, 
from this state, to the senate of the United States, 
to serve for the term of six years, from and after 
; the third day of March next; and also to. fiil the 
| Vacancy in thut body occasioned by the resignation 
| of the honorable James Fisk. 
| Sundry communications have been made to me, 
| Since the last session of the general assembly, for 
| your consideration, all which will be seasonably 
| submitted. Your own interest, and that of your 
| constituents, will engage your speedy and faithful 
| attention to the business of the session, and bring 
the same toa close as early as the nature and ex- 
tent of the matters you may have under considera- 
tion will admit. My best endeavors to second 
every measure you may adopt to promote the 
public weal, will not be wanting. And it is my 
anxious desire that a spirit of harmony and can- 
dor may prevail with us, and that the result of our 
doings may terminate in the best interests of the 
state, and meet the approbation of our constita- 
ents. 

JONAS GALUSHA. 
Montpellier, October 9, 1818. 


On«motion of Mr Farnsworth, his excellency’s 
speech was real, when on motion ordered that 
the clerk procure 300 copies printed for the use 
of the members. 


present session, it was found that a considerable 
number of the votes were printed. “A question 
arose before the canvassing committee, whether, 
by the constitution, they could be counted—con- 
siderable debate ensued—but, on examining the 
constitution, it was decided by a large majority to 
reject the printed votes. (1) 

(1) The constitution of Vermont provides that “ the free- 
‘men of each town shall, on the day of the election for choos- 
“ing representatives to attend the general assembly, bring im 
“ their votes for governor, with his nate fairly written,” & 
See the constitution of Vermont, plan or frame of government, 
‘chap. 2, sect. 10, 

CONNECTICUT. ‘ 
By his excellency Oliver Wolcott, 
Governor and commander in chief in and over the 


state of Connecticut, 





of advancing the agricultural interest, encourag- 
ing manufactures, aud improving our breed of do- 





A PROCLAMATION: 
Whereas the general assembly of this state, have, 


7 


On canvassing the votes for governor, &e. the © 
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during their pr@ent session, passed a resolution 
in tne following words, viz: F f 

« Whereas, by return of votes made to this as- 

sembly, in pursuance of a resolve of the general 

’ assembly, passed at their session in | lat, it 
appears that the constitution of civil ment 
framed by the convention held at Hart on the 
fourth Wednesday of August last, has beeifatified 
and approyed by the people of this state; @ 

« Resolved by this assembly. thgt his excellenicy 
the governor. be, and he.is hereby, requested to 
issue his proclamation, declaring that said constitu. 
tion has been duly ratified agreeably tothe direc- 
tion of. said convention, and.is to be and remain 
the supreme lawof this state.” a. 

Therefore, in pursuance of said resolution, f do 
now issue this my proclamation, and do her@by 
declare, that the constitution of civil government 
for the people of the state of Connecticut, framed 
by.a convention of their delegates at Hartford, and. 

ublished on the fifteenth day of September last, 
been duly approved and ratified, and is hence- 
forth to be observed, br all persons whom it doth’ 
and.may concern, as the supreme law of the state. 


In testimony whereof, 1 have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the seal of the-state to be affix. 
ed, at the council chamber in New Haven, this 
twelfth day ef Uctober, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, and 
of the independence of the United States of 
America the forty-third. 

® OLIVER WOLCOTT. 
By his Excellency’s command, 
Tuaowas Day, Secretary. 
[The new Constitution of Connecticut was pub- 
lished in the National Kegister of the 24th instant: 


* page 264.) 









NEW YORK. 

Copy of the sentence of a naval court martial, 
held on board the U.S ship Washington, in 
New York, for the trial of lieut. Benjamin Coo- 
per, of the U States’ navy, charged with cru- 
elty and oppression 

“The evidence being read by the judge advo- 
eate, aud the court having maturely and serious- 
ly considered the whole, are of opinion that lieu- 
tenant Berjamin Cooper is not guilty of the 
charge and specification. The judgment of the 
court, therefore, is, that he is honorably acquitted 
therefrom. 

“The \court takes this, opportunity to express 
its decidé@ disapprobdtion of the spirit of combi- 
nation to injure their superior officers, evinced 
by the persons who signed the letter of the 29th 
of August last, directed to captain John D. Hen- 
ley; and particularly to recommend the dismissal 


So 
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of Wm. P. Taylor from thé service of the United 
States, for his agency in producing this injurious | 
and unworthy combination; and further, respect- , 
fully to suggest to the consideration of the navy | 
department the propriety of expressing its disap- 
probation of combinations such as this, which vend ; 
to insubordination, 4nd are destructive to tue dis- 
cipline of the naval service of the U. States.” 
ISAAC CHAUNCY, Presicent. 
Samuel Evans, J. Renshaw, 
S. Angus, A.J Dallas, 
E. Trenchard, B. V. ttofiman. 
4 hes A. Hamilton, acting judge ddvucate. 
avy department, Oct. 20, 1818-—A true copy 
of the original on file at this office. ° 
BENJAMIN HOMANS. 
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” 
NEW JERSEY. : 

_. Trenton, "October 10, 1818—On the 17th inst. 
about four in the afternoon, another desperate at- 
tempt was made by the convicts inthe New Jer- 
sey state prison near Trenton to effect a general 
jal delivery. , 

The plot déveloped as thegrated door leading 
to the keeper’s apattments was’ opened by a 
young’ maf, the keeper’s son.. One of the most 
athletic and powerfu men amorg the prisoners, 
bwho was staiding near, sprang Upon the door and 
held it open, An assistant keeper, who. came up, 
rted “himself mevain to shut the door; séve- 
of the. prisoners in the plét, soon advancing, 

ressing’ upon him... The young man imme- 

retreated to the counting room of the in- 

,in which are@kept the arm’ for its pro- 

tection, he was quickly followed by the principal 
assailant, but succeeded in getting a‘loaded pistol, 
and tuPning upon ‘the culprit, bade him keep 
back. ‘The despetado still pushing on, received / 
the contents of the pistol in. his side and abdo- 
men-——he staggeréd and fell in a corner of the 
rogm; but soon recovered, and seizingione. of the 
loaded muskets near him; was aiming at the youn 
man as his father, Francis Labaw, the princip 
keeper, got into the room, who rushed upon the 
culprit and succeeded in so far elevating the muz- 
zle of the piece, that its contents, as-it'was dis. 
charged, passed over his son’s head, and lodged 
in the partition wall. This:desperate culprit, 
weakened with the effects‘of his wounds and the. 
loss of blood} now surrendered and was disarmed. 
The assistant keeper, who .was engaged at» the 
grated door, although he had ‘received. several 
stabs from the prisoners with whom,.he was-con- 
tending, had by this ya succeeded in closing 
the door after two or three had passed through 
These, however, were pursued and soon /atter™ 
brought back ‘ 

The wounds which the assistant keeper, Joseph 
Dye, received, though severe are ‘not considered 
dangerous. The prisoner, whe was shot, lan- 
guishes ®ith little prospect of recovering. -He 
appears to be as hardened in his feelings* on the 
occasion, as he was fearless and desperate in his 
conduct. 

e TENNESSEE. 


Nashville, October 3, 1818.—By a letter from 
Murfreesboro’, of the Ist inst. we understand that 
governor M‘Minn arrived at the Cherokee agen- 
cy on the 14th ultimo, and that a number of the 
chiefs of that part of the nation, who have hither- 
to been hostile to the execution of the treaty of 
1817, are beginning to withdraw their opposi- 
tion.(1) A council of the whole nation will be 







(I) This treaty of 1817, is a very important one in relation 
to the affairs and future existence of the Cherokee Indians. A 
part of these Indians are anxious to engage in agriculture and 
| the pursuits of civilized jife; another portion are desirous of 
| continuing the hunter life, and, with that view, to remove 
! across ‘the river Mississippl. The United States, willing to 
| satisfy the wishes of both parties, have agreed to exchange 

lands, and the Cherokees devoted to the hunter Jife have 

made choice of the country on the Arkansaws and White ri- 
vers, for their. future residence, The United States are to 

give as much land as they receive, and |to pay for the im- 
| provements left by the emigrant Cherokees. In connexion 
| with this arrangement, a census was to have been taken of the 
| Cherokee Indians in June last, by. commissioners to be ap- 
| Pointed by each party. Sce the Treaty, page 135, Acts of the 
1gt session of the 15th Congress, . 
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held at the agency on the 20th inst. unger specials 


‘ MISSOURI, 
Extract of a letter from an officer who witnesséd. 
the embarkment of the troops, to his triend in 

Cincinnati, dated “K 

: «Belle Fontaine, Sept. 4, 1818. 

“ The movenient of the trgops up the Missouri 
took place on the 30th silt. , They started about 
350 strong, in hiyh spirits. “‘Bhéir equipment is 
very extensive, dnc well selected, Six boats and 
a tender accumpany the detachment. I. believe 
the number of the command falis far short oft! 
expectations of goverfiment ; but, it is_all 
cient to meet and chastise hostility, should i 
attempted—which,*at present, is not expec 
accompanied them. as far a®@St. Charles, w 
said to be the worst part of -tle river: the budy- 
ancy of their spirits’ ehcreased, on finding the 
comparative ease in“which they could sufmount 
difficulty.” % 

ALABAMA. 
Copy ofa letter from Mr. Jolin M*Neillto the 

- war department of the United States. 

River Black Warrior, ‘Cuskalooga county, 
Alabama territory, Sept. 22d, 1818. ¢ 
HONORED’ STR; 

1 hasten to lay before your department some 
statements relative.to the late battle fought with 
a band of indians, consisting of 70. warriors, and 
their womemand children. From, the best infor- 
mation tht L have received, they are a remnant 
of the hostile Creeks, who, on findingythey could 
no longer be. protected.in Florida, lately applied 
to the Chickasaw tribe for lund to settle on; but, 
being denied, they formed a resolution to fight 
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instructions from the hon. the secretary of war. ~ 





their way through our settlements, over the Mis. 


. 


3 ; ' . 
they were endeavoring to outflaltk us, 


lestation. We lost two brave men, killed; in 
antes and had one badly wounded: os - er 
the en 
















hold, #&e*withdrew.. On the 19th, with a m 
formideble force we again proceeded in one 
our-enemy, and after patrolling the swansps and 
cane brakes it was, discovered they had to- 
wards the Sipsy river. We then buried our 

and returned to our ‘respective abodes. On the 
same day co}, TF. Hunter, with 110 moanted men 
set-off in pursuit of them, and coming up with 
the rear, killed one of? their warriors, <Th 


Choctaws, who are apprised of their approach, 
and will, 1 trust, soon give a good account of 
them. , 

My reasons for making this communication’ to 
your department, is in consequence of our having 
acted without any kind of orders, but solely from 
self-preseryation. Should it. meet the approba- 
tion of government, [ shall feel happy in having 
tendered my country the smallest service; if not, 
L hope: it will be attributed to my want of skilk 
and not to the lack of good-will to be of service 
to my fellow citizens in general. 

Ihave the honor to be, your most obedient 
servant, 
‘JOHN M‘NEILL, 
Formerly a lieut. of the 43d reg’t. 

U. S. infantry. ; 
The Secretary of War. 


By way of New-Orleans, Sept. 17, 1818.—A let- 
ter from fort Gadsden, dated 31st August instant, 





issippi, where they were told by the Chickasaws 
fey could get land. In order to execute their 
design, they crossed the rivers Alabama and Ca- 
haba, and on their way to the Warrior they kill- ; 
ed two white men and three Choctaws. On} 
reaching this river, at‘a place called Cornel’s Set- | 
tlement, they committed several outrage on our 
citizens,-and murdered some of the family of a 
Mr. Hall. They then steered their course 
for this place. Having received intelligence of 
their approach, on the 16th inst. sixteen of our 
most enterprising men armed themselves, and 
chose major S. Taylor and myself to command 
them. We were joined by captain Bacon and 
fourteen men. Being thus united we went in 
pursuit, and, having met with their trail, we fol- 
lowed it through swamps tind cane brakes, here- 
tofore thought to be impenetrzble, until we found 
where they had crossed the Warrior, 8 miles be- 
low the fails. After crossing, and marching four 
miles, through the most hor1id swamps and cane 

* brakes, and being separated from captain Bacon’s 
command, we discovered the enemy encamped 
in a beaver dam, well fortified by nature, there 
being a thick cane brake on the right, and a high 
bluff on the left. They no sooner saw us than 
they raised the war wheop, and prepared for ac- 


says that “ on the 26th, 27th, and 28th instant, a 
number of Seminole women and children, with 
some negroes, the whole party amounting to 220, 
arrived here, having previously surrendered at 
fort St. Marks; they were in a state of starvation 
at the time of their surrender. They say that the 
warriors are raising the corn which was buried in 
the ground, and of course was not destroyed by 
our troops, and seemed determined to -recom- 
mence the war in the fall. The wife and family 
of the prophet Francis are among the prisoners; 
two of his daughters are very interesting young 
ladies, and speak very good English, as in fact the 
whole family do except thegnother. Te eldest, 
when her father went on board the Thomas 
Shields, shortly afterwards followed, supposing 
her to be a British vessel. Before she got along 
side, however, she discovered the deception, 
pushed off and effectec her escape. The young- 
est and most beautiful is caressed by'all the offi- 
cers for having saved the life of a Georgia militia- 
man, whom her countrymen had taken prisoner 
and were about to put to death, when this mo- 
dern Pocahontas, finding entreaties vain, declared 
her determination to save his, Jife or perish with 











tion. We then gave orders to charge on them, 
which was done with the spirit of true Americans, 
and 8 or 10 of their warriors were laid dead on 
the ground. We then retreated and loaded our 
guns; and, laving formed again on the entrance 
of the encampment, we were reinforced by capt 
Bacon and part of his men., A smart skirmish 





was kept up for 30 minutes, during which time 
we Killed 6 or 8 more of the enemy, but finding 


him; she was successful, and the man was pre- 
served. They all set off to-morrow to join their 
nation in the neighborhood of Fort Gaines.” 


EDITOR’S CABINET. 
Privateers —We made some observations \n 


the last number of the National Register (page 
270) on the errors of those who support the cause 
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‘“ as 
was ordered, which was effected without any mo. 


have taken their flight” toward the borders of the , 


was not less than 15 killed, and pid 
I: On the 17th, eighteen of ot feo: 
€ ground to bury our dead; but, on 
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of Artigas; and of those who, with an excess of 
zeal, undertake the vindication of the measures 
of administration with respect to South America: 
we demonstrated that the former, advocate the 
party of a chieftain who has no pretensions to the 
vharacter of a.sovereign, and, of :coufse, no right 
to issue commissions to privateers; and, further, 
expressed an opinion that the, privateers acting 
under regular powers from the constitated au- 
thorities of Buenos Ayres, ought not-to be con- 
foundéd with those buccaneers who scour the 
ocean under incompetent or fabricated commis- 
sions. We wish to induce the public, in 4 more 
particular manner, to attend to the necessity of 
such a discrimination; because we think we per- 
ceive, in Some newspapers, a very improper ef- 
fort to draw the public sentiment to the sanction 
of piracy; and,in some other newspapers, a de- 
sign, equally improper, to pervert the feeling of 
abhorrence justly prevailing. against every thing 
like robbery on the high seas, to a disapproba- 
tion of the employment even of privateers lawful- 
ly commissioned. 

No argument whatever is necessary to prove 
that robbery on land, and piracy, which is.cobbe- 
ry on the water, are illegal. The proposition is 
self-evident; and any writer who sets about prov- 
ing it, in a long and serious essay, makes himself 
ridiculous, and deserves to be laughed at. As to 
captures at sea, under any flag whatever, the only 
question is, legal or not legal? Now, as far as it 
respects Artigas, the legality of captures under 
his flag may be well denied; for not only is he 
not acknowledged as an indeperdent power, but 
the circumstances in which he presents himself 
for consideration do not render him worthy of 
being acknowledged. Neither the amount of the 
population over which he has assi:med sway, nor 
the strength of his army, nor any other resources 
within his reach, give him any claim to rank as 
the head of a nation entitled to independence. — 
North America never required a recoguition of 
her independence by states or districts: she did 
not present herself, ini her struggle with Gregt 
Britain, to Europe and the world, as Massachu- 
setts, as Pennsylvania, as Georgia; she presented 
herself ds the United States; and, in that view 
alone, demanded admittance into the society of 
nations.* . » 

* Nothing can be more ludicrous than the arguments by 
which some of the partizans of general Artigas endeavor to 
vindicate his elaim to sovereign authority, Jf a ‘people (say 
they) govern themselves by their own authority and laws, they 
are sovereign and independent, ‘Thisis pushing the matter a 
little toofar. Banditti are governed by their own authority 
and laws; but does it follow tat they have a right to be con- 
swlered an independent nation? Agaim—(say they)—a dwarf 
is:as much a man as a giant, and a small republic is as 
much a tovereign state as the most powerful kingdom. This is 


prrfvetly true; for each has attained its growth in a natural 
and regular manner. But it does not follow that the dwarf, 
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But.the provinces of La Plata, (if we even ex- 
clude Chile from the political associa tion,) atthe 
head of which is Buenos Ayres, possess all the 
|characteristics necessary to establish for them a 
claim.to be considered as an independent nation. 
They have maintained their indepen dence of Old 
Spain for anumber of years; they adhere to a re-_ 
gular system of government; they have wealth 
wherewith to sustain their cause; and their milita- 
ryforce has heen sufficient, not only for their own 
ptotection, but for the liberation of Chile. .1f Ar- 
tigas and his party Were to perish to-morrow, the 
provinces of La Plata would still be free: but if 
these latter were to fall, Artigas must necessarily 
fall with thei.” - 3, é 
Whilst, therefore, we'discard Artigas from the 
society of sdvereigns and of nations, we recognise 
in the provinces of La Plata a legitimate national 
authority; and by whomséever that authority may 
be regularly exercised, it ought to’be respected. 
‘Having thus distinctly explained ourselves on 
this point, we proceed briefly to inquire into. the 
moral proptiety of employing:privateers upon any 
occasion. We fear that those who denounce pri- 
vateers, as tending. to darbarize the world, make 
use of that argument merely as a mask for their 
hostility to South American independence alto- 
gether; for what real difference is there between 
} submission on the part of the Patriots, and a,de- 
nial to them of the means wherewith to: effect 
their liberation fromm the yoke of Spain? When 
Dr. Franklin expressed his wish that privateering 
might be wholly suppressed, he meant the sup- 
pression of it by. all nations, and not that one na- 
tion should abandon it and another pursue it: but 
even that would not be just; beoause, if ail na- 
tions were ‘to relinquish it, then the nations that 
have only small public navies would fall a prey to 
those who haye large ones. Such a maritime 
doctrine may suit Great Britain very well; but if 
it were adopted and-adhered to, what would be- 
come of the commerce of the diminutive king- 
doms of Denmark and of Sweden? and even of 
the Netherlands and of France? We entertain a 
great deal of respect for Dr. Franklin; but we ac- 
knowledge no pope in either politics or morals. 


population and a’ proper political organgzation, can demand 
admission into the society uf pations. Powerful nations may 
guaranty the independence and freedom of small eommum- 
ties of people, for particular purpoycs; but thisis a matter of 
courtesy and convenience, and not of rigtt; and the véry cir- 
cumstance of guaranty proves that freedom and inde; 

dence founded upon such a basis is a mere conventional! af- 
fair, and by no means a moral, political, and physical, right 
to independent existence. It is frivolous to speak of the ex- 
tent of the territory of Artigas: if he had less territory and 
more people, he would be entitled to greater consiteration. 
Artigas is generally put in contrast with the supreme director 
of Buenos Ayres, Puerreydon; and the latter has been de- 
nouuced as a tyrant, whilst the former is termed a republican. 
It is very certain, however, that Puerreydon rules according 
to known laws, whiist Arligas governs by his own will, Arti- 
gas, in truth, seems to be tegistature, executive, judiciary— 





when a boy, had any fair claim to be regarded as a man; or 
that even a small republic, before it has attained a sufficient 





coramander m chief aud admiral~and if that is not despotism, 
we should like to knew what is, ~ 





‘ 
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We leave it to those who cannot support an opi- 
nion by reasoning td shelter themselves under 
the authority of a name. 
If we consider privateering in a moral point of 
view, there isnot_a single objection that can be 
urged against it which may not, with equal force, 
be urged against every kind of nayal-warfare.—- 
Privateers use the samé sort of weapons, are 
manned by the same description of persons, and 
are controlled by the same rules and regulations, 
as national vessels of war. ‘Both use the same 
flag; and the officers and crews of each are equal- 
ly liable to, punishment for any iniraction ot the 
law of nations or o/ treaty stipulations. The own- 
ers of. privateers are, to this effect, compelled to 
give bond before the vessels leave port. The 
operations of national ships of war are directed 
solely against the enemies of ‘the nation: so are 
the operations of privateers. National armed ves- 
sels capture unarmed as well as ‘armed enemy 
merchantmen: privateers do the same, and no 
more. The only difference between them is, that 
the cruises of the former are directed by the go- 
vernment, whilst the cruises of the latter are pre- 
scribed by the individuals who own them. If 
then, it is immoral and barbarous to employ priva- 
teers, it is not a jot the less so. to employ public 
ships of war. In fact, the one may be called ma- 
ritime regulars, and the other maritime militia; 
and they are both lawful. 

Deny to the provinces of La Plata and to Chile 
the right of issuing commissions to privateers, 
and you cut off their right arm of offence and 
protection. We do not include Grenada or 
Venezuela, because we do not wish (to embarrass 
the question by introducing authority that is 
equivocal. 

Is Spain unable to defend, from the vengeance 
of the Patriots, her merchantmen which navigate 
the ocean? Why, then, does she presume to ex- 
ercise dominion over a people, who, by that 
ocean, are sepurated from her? The torments of 
the Inquisition and the ferocious murders of Mo- 
rillo have no terrors, and draw forth no repre- 
hension, from these who are shocked at the bare 
mention of a privateer! 





Union of Parties.—It will be remembered, that, 
immediately after Mr. Monroe’s inauguration, he 
mace a journey to the eastern parts of the Union, 
and that, travelling north about, he returned 
to the City of Washington through the state 
of Ohio. In the course of this tour various ad- 
dresses were presented tothe President, and he 
gave answers to them; which answers were couch- 
ed in a very-conciliatory style, and breathed noth. 
ing but political toleration. Those who believe in 
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of grace had actually commenced; and many per. 
sons thought they discerned, in the nesligee cock 
of President Montoe’s Chapeau de la Revolution, 
a sure indication that party spirit was at an end. 


hailed as “ the era of good feelings.” 

This effort on the_part of the President, to re. 
concile parties, displayed, we allow, an amiable 
trait in his character: but it has not been success. 
ful. . The termination of the wars in Europe occa. 
sioned a pause in the bubbling of party spirit in 
the United States; and this pause was, for a time, 


In proportion, however, as the thoughts of our 
politicians were withdrawn from European con.-. 
cerns, they were concentrated on home affairs, 
and began to operate, with some intensity, upon 
local and personal grounds. From federalists ang 
republicans, the community began to sink into 
the adherents and followers’ of individuals who 
made some noise in the world; and, instead of 
pursuing principles, some persons began to pin 
their faith to the varying notions of different men, 
and to urge the claims of one state over those of 
another to pre-eminence. ‘This was an approach 
towards political anarchy; and some of our public 
journals, perceiving the danger, and alarmed at 
the prospect, have hastened to retrace their steps. 
They find that there must be parties; and they pre- 
fer a division which marks the line that separates 
civil and religious liberty from the arbitrary doc. 
trines of church and state government. Accord. 
ingly, republicanism and federalism are once more 
the electioneering watch-words; and parties have 
rallied to them in all the late elections. We state 
the fact without taking sides. 

Considering the elements which it was necessa- 
ry to combine in order to effect a union of parties, 


expect that they would amalgamate ? The repub- 
licans had ali the glory cf the late war with Great 
Britain and all the posts in the government; and 
they had a vast majority of the hearts of the peo- 
ple. The federalists had nothing but a bad name. 
In any plan of conciliation, therefore, the republi- 
cans must give all, and the federalists l,j them- 
selves under the obligation of receiving all; for in 
reality they had nothing to give. Thus, then, the 
scheme of a.union of parties was founded upon 
the condition that the federalists should consider 
themselves as objects of political charity, and the 
republicans be placed upon the elevated ground 
of benevolent and liberal donors. The pride of 
feceralism—tor, being a little aristocratical, it is 
necessarily a little proud—would naturally revolt 
at this humiliation; and the republicans them- 
selves, not exactly perceiving the policy or pro- 








the Millennium, conceived that the thousand years 


priety of purifying their old adversaries by ad 
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Every thing jogged on-gaily; and the period wag. 


mistaken for an entire cessation of that spirit - 


was it not, indeed, too sanguine a calculation to . 
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mitting them to a could not very cor- 
dially unite with polifftians of so contrary a re- 
putation. After having wept at popular triumphs 
and rejoiced at republfgan defeats, in concert with 
a foreign foes, it was, think, doing too much 
violence to hnfinan passi®ns_to thrust federalism 
into the arms of ypublicanism, ith an expecta- 
tion that it ould Be embraced and gherished with 
sincerity. 

Was not the project, likewise, ill conceived in 
another respect ?,The people had seen the lead- 
ers and writers of each party reviling one another 
as men influenced by a blind and culpable ambi- 
tion. Impressed with that belief, on the one part 
and on the other, the citizens had arranged them. 
scives politically according to their judgments.— 
All at once they see these leaders shake hands; 
and, in apparent good fellowship, make merry — 
‘The great body of the people would, no doubt, 
admire the good nature of these leaders; but what 
must they think of their consistency? e 








Agriculture.—It is very pleasing to observe the 
spirit for agricultural” amelioration which at pre- 
sent pervades the farming interest of the United 
States. Numerous societies have Leen formed in 
different parts of the union, and several meetings 
have recently taken place, particularly in Massa- 
chusetts and New York, with a view of promoting 
the objects immediately connected with that in- 
terest. Cattle, domestic manyfactures, and the 
products of field cultivation, have, on thiese occa- 
sions, been exhibited in great vari-t¥ss, and to 
an extent and of a quality truly flattersng to Ame- 
rican enterprise, ingenuity, and economy. The 
institution of agricultyiral associations cannot fail 
of having a salutary influence on society in gene- 
ral. The farmer, the planter, and the manufac- 
turer, will thereby be more elevated in their own 
estimation and in the estimation of the communi- 
ty at large: they will attain a rank which they 
merit by their usefulness: they will acquire ad- 
ditional knowledge by an interchange of senti- 
ment; and the emulation which will thus be ex- 
cited among them will lead rapidly to the most 
important discoveries and improvements. 





“© The Mystery Explained”’—Under some such 4 
title as this, a statement, which ofiginated in the 
* Savannah Republican,” has been printed in 
most of the newspapers of the union, imputing | 
gross negligence to the post-office of the city of 
Washington, and both ignorance and neglect to 
the general land office, in relation to some de 
spatches from general Jackson to the Secretarv 
of War. The statement alleged that the de. 
spatches had been wrongly sent by the post-office 





to the Ignd office, and had been there suffered to 
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remain among the ti‘le-papers upon which patent 
deeds are issued. In an extract of # letter, dated 
“ Washington, September 28, 1818,” addressed 
to the editor of the Kentucky Gazette,” we 
find the following explanation: 

“It appears that the despatches were regularly 
received at the War Department; but not know- 
ing that they were from general Jackson, the per- 
son through whose hands they passed, mistaking 
the packet for a bundle ‘of revolutionary claims, 
laid it among those claims, to be taken up in its 
proper order of time” 

Thus, it seems, neither the: city »post-office, 
nor the general land office, were in fault. The 
mistake appears to have originated in one of those 
accidents to which, according to the-apology of 
the parson Hho inadvertently asserted that Jonai: 
swallowed the whale, all p&rsons are liable. The 
error about the general land office probably arose 
from the circumstance of there being a clerkship 
in the War Department which, for the sake of 
distinction, is commonly called the Miltary 
Bounty Land Office. 


The Spariards.—A letter from Gibraltar, under 
date of September 12, 1818, as receutly published 
in the newspapers, states, that “ the’ merchants 
of Cadiz, on the receipt of the news of the deci- 
sion of the government of the United States on 
the occupation of Pensacola by their troops, ran 
about the streets, embracing and felicitating one ano- 
ther on the event, and joining in mutual congratula- 
tions on the pacific temper displayed by the American 
government.” These Cadiz folks are men ofjgome 
sense. They are not so fond of ctervally 
the Quidnunes of London. 

The Duel_—In another part of this number of 
the National Register will be found a formal and 
authentic statement of the circumstances of the 
late duel between commodore Prrny and captain 
Heats. With respect to this affair, we most cor- 
dially concur with the editor of the Baltimore Fe- 
deral Gazette, that it is very difficult to under- 
stand how commodore Perry could offer “ an 
atonement” for having violated one rule of the 
public service by violating another. . We should 
have much preferred that, being convinced of his 
error in striking captain Heath, the commodore 
should at once have made a sufficient apology to 
the captain. It may, perhaps, be satisfactory to 
those who are very nice in matters of this kind, 
to be informed that the duel was fought at twelve 
paces—back to back—march six paces each, 
wheel and fire. 

Official Notices, &c. c.—General Jackson and 
Governor Suexey, with their suites, left Nashville, 





Tennessee, on the 25th of September last for the 
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Chickasaw Old Town, for the purpose of holding 
a treaty with the Chickasaw Indians. 

The U.S, frigate Guerriere, with Mr. Campseztt, 
the American minister, on board, was.at Copenha- 
gen the 3d of September last, The U.S. schoon- 
er Hornet, of five guns, was seen on the 10th of 
the same month, in the North Sea,.standing S W. 


Lord Szuxirx has arrived at Montreal from Up- } 


per Canada. é 

The legislature of Connecticut has elected 
Jawes Layman a senator in Congress, in the place 
of Dayip Daceerr, whose term of service will ex- 
pire on the 4th ef March, 1819. Mr. Daggett 
was a candidate, and the vote for him was, upon 
three trials.of strength which took-place, respec- 
table. “Mr.Lanman was secretary to the late con- 
vention which framed tlfe constitution of Connec- 
ticut. ° 
Paryzas Brapwer has been appointed, by Mr. 
Metres, junior assistant postmaster general, in the 
place of Sern Pease, resigned. Mr. Bradley has 
been, for many years, a clerk in the general post 
office. 

The duke of Si. Leu, (Lovts Boraranre, for- 
merly king of Holland,),it is reported, has been 
recently reconciled to madame, his wife, from 
whom he has been for a long time separated. 

Colonel Geoncr Grusox, commissary general of 
the army of the United States, has commenced 
the organization of his office in the city of Wash- 
ington, and entered on the active duties of his 
station. 

Ronrnr Wuarton has been unanimously’ re- 
elec#@ mayor of the city of Philadelphia, for the 
en@ling municipal year. 

Inctepon, the British itinerant singer, has’ re- 
turned to England from the United States. He is 
said to have realized, during his wanderings among 
us, upwards of 5,000. sterling. 

The library of the late professor Enztiye has 
arrived at Boston, Massachusetts, from Hamburg. 


, It was a present to Harvard University, by Mr. 


Tuornvike. 

Danieu M. Fonwex, a represtntative in Con- 
gress ‘from North Carolina, has resigned his seat 
in that body. The governor of that state has de- 
spatched writs of election for filling the vacancy. 

The President of the United States has appoint- 
ed general Rosent Swartwout navy agent of the 
United States at’ New-York, to fill.the vacancy 
occasioned by the death of Dr. Joun Beutus. 

The corpse of sir James Lucas Yzo has arrived 
at Portsmouth, England, from the Havana, in the 
frigate Semiramis, of which he was late command- 
er. He died on the passage, in consequenc: 
ef a liver complaint, contracted on the coast « 
Africa, This gentleman will be recollected as th: 
commodore of the British squadron on lake Onta- 
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rio, during the war of ; and his conduct in 
that situation entitled hifPto the praise of a pru- 
dent and active commander. 

Daxten D. Tomrxins, vipe-preésident of the U.. 
S. left New-York for Rhode-Islang dn the 234 
inst. in a revenue cutter? He arrfved in Boston 
on the 24th, at ght, 7 ae d by commodore 
Perry, generg! Grars, and coldnel VWorray. 

Henny Crary, Speaker of the House of Repre. 
sentatives of the United States, arrived in the city 
of Washington on Saturday, the 24th instant, and 
left it on the following Monday for the eastward, 

the President of the U.S: has recognised Do- 
NALD Mackintosu, esq. as consul of his Britannic 
majesty for the state of New Hampshire and the 
District of Maine: and Joan Bennarp Gitprn, esq, 
as consul of his Britannic majesty for the state of 
Rhode Island. 





Alien Duties —On the 20th of April last, con- 
gress passed “ An act to authorize the Secretary 
of’ the Treasury to repay or remit Certain alien 
duties therein described;” in pursuance of which, 
it appears, the Secretary addressed the following 
notification t» the minister of Great Britain: 


Treasury Department, Oct. 1, 1818. 

Srr—I have the honor to state, that orders have 
been issued for the repayment of the alien and 
discriminating duties which were levied upon 
British merchandise and tornage in the ports of 
the United States, between the 3d day of July, 
1815, inclusive, and the 18th day of August of the 
same year. I am, Ke. 
° WM. H. CRAWFORD. 

To the right hon. Charles Bagot, &c. &e. &e. 





Gen. Artigas and the Portuguese —The latest 
news from La Plata represents, that, about the 
middle of June last, the Portuguese troops had 
marched against Artigas, who retreated about 
three hundred miles into the interior, “it deiny his 
But, then, one might 
think, that he need not have ran so fu into the 
woods, . 

The Methodists —The subjcined information 
concerning the state of this religious society has 
appeared in the newspapers, taken from the “ N. 
C. Observer:” 

By the minutes of the Methodist Annual Con- 
ferences in America, for the year ending Ist Aug. 
1818, it appears that there has been an accession 
of 4,774 members to their communion. 

The aggregate number ef the membership, 
amounts to 229,627.—Their itinerant preachers, 
748; and of their local preachers, the probable 
number exceeds 3,000. 

In the city of Baltimore only, there are more 
than.3,600 whites, and upwards of 1,600 blacks, 
in the communion of the Methodist Church. 

Their missions in Mississippi territory and state 

f Louisiana have been formed into circuits, ‘and 
mstituted a conference. Whey have 12 itinerant 


policy to avoid an action.” 








ycachers, and 2,0U0 members of their church, in 
that infant country, 
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